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Represent Your Ideas in Picture Form
 with Graphic Organizers!
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This series of workshops will delve into the vast world of Graphic Organizers fondly termed GO’s for our purposes. 

Goals for the workshops

1. This series of workshops on the topic of graphic organizers will provide participants with an understanding of various graphic organizers available. 

2. Participants will understand how to incorporate them into their teaching on topics such as brainstorming and steps of the research process.

3. These workshops will provide participants with experience using graphic organizer software.

Objectives

Workshop #1

1. Participant will be able to describe the elements involved in a graphic organizer.

2. Participant will be able to identify various graphic organizers.

3. Participant will be able to state how a graphic organizer can be used as a brainstorming tool. 

Workshop #2

1. Participant will be able to locate resources on the internet pertaining to graphic organizers.

2. Participant will be able to identify the basic usage elements of graphic organizer software such as Inspiration. 

Workshop #3

1. Participants will create a graphic organizer using Inspiration software.

2. Participants will effectively work collaboratively together to learn how to use the Inspiration software.

3. Participants will have increased knowledge on how to incorporate graphic organizers into their teaching. 

Reflection- How will these workshops aid instructional collaboration? 

“A culture of collaboration enriches every aspect of the educational environment. In such a community, participants generate new ideas and fresh ways of looking at things. The results include students being more involved in their own learning and educators experiencing greater creativity because of the synergy of shared planning.” (Harada and Yoshina, p. 29)


The above statement from Inquiry Learning through Librarian-Teacher Partnerships, supports the increasing popularity of instructional collaboration within educational settings. Harada and Yoshina tell us that in order to have our students practice collaboration, we must practice it ourselves.  We as teachers and librarians must model this behavior for it to be effective. 

This set of workshops will enhance collaboration between the SLMS and the classroom teachers in two ways.  First, it will enhance the teacher/SLMS relationship in that teachers will be more aware of the role of the SLMS in regards to being a resource.  The SLMS is providing new and hopefully useful information regarding graphic organizers and how to use them. Secondly, during the workshop, teachers will work together to discover how to utilize the Inspiration software. If this were a real world workshop, which I hope it will be someday, I would pair teachers together by ability.  That is to say that, if a teacher has some experience with the program, they will be paired with someone with less experience. Together teachers can explore the possibilities of graphic organizers. 

These tools can be used to plan units, lessons, and curriculum. They can be used cross-curricularly as well as at any grade level.  They have so many functions that they can be used almost anywhere in the school setting. What I like about graphic organizers is that the connections between content can be made visually. For a visual learner like myself, this is very appealing. 

During these workshops, I will also allow time for individuals to share their experiences with graphic organizers and what has worked for them.  We can learn so much from each others accomplishments as well as failures. I think having this time set aside is very important and allows for a deeper level of involvement. 

Series of Workshops on Graphic Organizers

Part 2- Workshop Descriptions
Audience/ Setting

This collection of workshops will be presented as a series of teacher workshops for elementary and secondary school educators.  I envision this to be part of a teacher- in service day. These workshops will be held in a high school library media center for there are usually more computer terminals available there. The center will be equipped with enough computer terminals for each participant. I would conduct the first workshop with as many participants as necessary.  Then for workshop #2 and #3, I would split the groups up if there are more than 20 participants. If more than 20 wish to come, I would hold the workshops more than once to accommodate all. I have chosen to limit workshop #2 and #3 in order to pair teachers together to have more personal interactions occur. With 20 people in these workshops, there will be ample room to spread out materials and not feel cramped at the computer terminals. 

If two sets of workshops would be necessary the schedule would be as follows….

Workshop #1   9:00 am – 10:15 am – Large Group

Workshop #2   10:30 am – 12:00pm or   2:00pm – 3:30 pm   

Workshop #3    1:00 pm- 2:00pm or    3:45pm – 4:45pm

Workshop #1  
Objectives

1. Participant will be able to describe the elements involved in a graphic organizer.

2. Participant will be able to identify various graphic organizers.

3. Participant will be able to state how a graphic organizer can be used as a brainstorming tool. 

Time line/Agenda
Beginning workshop will last roughly 1 hour and 15 minutes.

8:30 am- 9:00 am    Breakfast and Refreshments

9:00 am -9:20am     Power Point Presentation on overhead screen

9:20 am -9:45 am    Exploration of Kidspiration and Inspiration on overhead screen

9:45 am -10:15 am  Whole group sharing of what has worked in their own classrooms

                                Small group Discussion

Morning Break until 10:30 am.

Material List
· Power Point Presentation- Graphic Organizers- Make Them Work for You!

· Computer terminal for presenter

· Overhead screen to project power point presentation and websites

· Handout from power point presentation with note-taking section.  (I was not able to save this document from the ppt, because it only came up in the print preview screen.  It can be viewed there but I would have 1 copy for each participant.)

· Kidspiration Video located at http://www.kidspiration.com/videos/Kidspiration
· Inspiration Video located at http://www.inspiration.com/videos/Inspiration
Workshop #2

Objectives

1. Participant will be able to locate resources on the internet pertaining to graphic organizers.

2. Participant will be able to identify the basic usage elements of graphic organizer software such as Inspiration. 

Time line/ Agenda- 1 hour 30 minutes Total

10:30am – 11:00am   Analysis of various online graphic organizer examples- overhead                  

                                   screen will be used for this aspect of the workshop. To be 

                                   presented by Catalina Charles

11:00 am – 11:30am   Small group discussion- How can we use graphic organizers as 

                                    brainstorming tools? As a small group, please create an example 

                                    of a GO to share with the whole group. How will you utilize 

                                    this in your classroom? Each group will have an overhead film 

                                    sheet to design a graphic organizer. Pick one person to present 

                                    to the whole group. Group decides on the topic for the organizer.

11:30 am-12:00pm     Brief introduction to how to create a graphic organizer with              

                                    Inspiration software. We will revisit this in Workshop #3.

11:45am – 12:00pm    Independent work on computers exploring resources on the

                                    provided handout. 

12:00pm – 1:00pm     LUNCH BREAK    

Materials List

· Computer terminal for presenter

· Computer terminal for each participant

· Overhead projection for displaying websites from presenter terminal

· Overhead projector to display group work with overhead films

· Dry-erase markers

· Handout – list of resource websites on graphic organizers

Workshop #3

Objectives
1. Participants will create a graphic organizer using Inspiration software.

2. Participants will effectively work collaboratively together to learn how to use the Inspiration software.

3. Participants will have increased knowledge on how to incorporate graphic organizers into their teaching. 

Time line/ Agenda

1:00pm- 1:15pm    Continuation on how to create a graphic organizer using Inspiration

1:15pm- 1:30pm     Inspiration is on each computer- walk through on how to get to 

                                program and then split participants into pairs to work together and       

                                create organizers that they can then use in their own classrooms. 

1:30pm – 2:00pm    Assist participants with their questions while they are working 

                                with the program. 

Materials List

· Computer terminals for each participant

· Inspiration loaded on each computer in the library

· Handout of key points on how to use Inspiration and how to download a free trial version
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PPT handout to accompany Teacher Workshop #1
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• Visual representations of information used 

for constructing meaning in reading, 

writing, speaking as well as other content 

areas

• Common examples include charts, 

timelines, Venn diagrams, flow charts, and 

calendars

• Graphic organizers can incorporate both 

text and pictures
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Factor 1

Key Question

Graphic organizers are made up of a series of text 

boxes with connectors to show relationships. There 

may or may not be various levels of connections.  

The individual design will solely rely on the content 

that the organizer represents.
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• Help motivate students

• Increase recall

• Assist understanding

• Develop relationships

• Create interest

• Organize thoughts

• Hold students attention

• Collaboration tool
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What are graphic organizers?

		Visual representations of information used for constructing meaning in reading, writing, speaking as well as other content 



   areas

		Common examples include charts, timelines, Venn diagrams, flow charts, and calendars

		Graphic organizers can incorporate both text and pictures
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To making comparisons…





















Analogy Graphic Organizer

New Concept Familiar Concept

Similarities Differences

Relationship Categories
{Buehl, 1990)

Classroom Strategies for Inferactive Learning, 2nd Td., by Doug Buehl ©2001, Newark, DE: International Reading Association
May be copied for classroom use.
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Why should we use graphic organizers?

		Help motivate students

		Increase recall

		Assist understanding

		Develop relationships

		Create interest

		Organize thoughts

		Hold students attention

		Collaboration tool
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Lets take a look at a program that allows younger students to create their own graphic organizers-

Kidspiration



http://www.kidspiration.com/videos/kidspiration













Download Your
Kidspiration®
Free Trial Now!
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Any questions or comments?
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To brainstorming.
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Elements of the graphic organizer

Graphic organizers are made up of a series of text boxes with connectors to show relationships. There may or may not be various levels of connections.  

The individual design will solely rely on the content that the organizer represents.
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Factor 1

Key Question
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Graphic Organizers can fit into any content need….. from research





















Web Graphic Organizer
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If you use a calendar on a daily basis, then you use a graphic organizer every day!
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“A graphic organizer forms a powerful visual picture of information and allows the mind to see undiscovered patterns and relationships. Emerging patterns and relationships create opportunities for decision making and sharing information.”



Graphic.org
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